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All of our students will enjoy thriving, productive lives 
in a future they create. 

 



LISD Gifted and Talented Mission 
 

Through the establishment of secure and free learning 
environments, LISD GT students continuously seek out 

challenges to: 
1. Promote scholarly behaviors that discover, develop and 
leverage capacity  
2. Effectively communicate and collaborate 
3. Foster critical thinking by manipulating abstract ideas and 
making deep connections 
4. Promote creativity and innovation 
5. Develop self awareness and social consciousness 

 
 
 

LISD GT Goals and Objectives  
 

The Gifted student will:  
 
1.   Become aware of his or her own unique potential and 
leaning style in order to develop these abilities for the 
betterment of self and society.  
 
2.  Utilize higher level thinking skills to develop intellectual 
curiosity in critical, creative and productive thinking.  
 
3.   Understand and apply the problem-solving process in a 
cooperative group setting through analysis and evaluation of a 
real life situation.  
 
4.  Develop reference skills for using multiple concepts and 
resources in synthesizing an advanced product.  
 
 
 

Parent Resources 
 
NAGC: National Association for Gifted Children  
www.nagc.org 
 
TAGT: Texas Association of Gifted and Talented:  
www.txgifted.org 
 
Texas State Plan for G/T Students 
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=i
d&ItemID=2147507377&libID=2147507368 
 
Examples of Performance Standard Projects                                
for G/T Students  
http://www.texaspsp.org/ 
 
Texas Destination Imagination 
http://www.texasdi.org/  
 
 

 

 

 

 



The Identification Process 

Students who exhibit advanced intellectual development may 
be referred for G/T assessment.   

1. The assessment process begins with a 
nomination/referral.  A referral may originate by the 
classroom teacher, parent, counselor, or administrator. 
 

2. Data is collected.  The teacher and a parent will complete 
a survey to determine the strengths of the child.  Work 
samples may be collected, as well as, products from 
planned experiences.  

 
3. Testing Begins - Students are evaluated using nationally 

standardized, norm-referenced abilities assessments.  
Testing can take up to 6 hours and is broken into several 
sessions. 

Assessment results are carefully looked at by the Campus GT 
Placement Committee and then are sent to the District Placement 
Committee who makes the final decision as to whether or not a 
student qualifies for Gifted and Talented services.  Careful 
consideration is taken and each student profile is reviewed and 
discussed.  The District GT Placement Committee meets once every 
six weeks. 

 
 

 

A specific emphasis of the gifted and talented program at 
Timber Creek Elementary is to nurture and foster our students’ entire 
intellectual and emotional gifted potential development.  Collaboration 
between the G/T campus committee, classroom teachers, and our 
parents will ensure that students are intentionally placed and 
immersed in strategically designed lessons and activities to serve 
their gifted potential in the context of the educational setting. 

We believe that every student has the right to an education 
that is academically challenging and allows each student to develop 
and use their strengths to be innovative and real-life problem-solvers.  
Through G/T services students explore, develop, take risks, and grow 
intellectually, socially, and ethically.  Our goal is to foster the scholars’ 
innate abilities and to help them become independent and lifelong                                                   
learners.  

 
 
 



G/T Service Options at Timber Creek Elementary 

 
Planned Experiences (K-2) 
All children in Kindergarten, first and second grade participate in thinking skills 
lessons. These lessons are used to identify and nurture gifted potential among 
young learners while teaching all primary children higher level thinking strategies. 

Cluster Classrooms (1-5) 

All identified G/T students will be purposefully placed in a homeroom classroom with 
a G/T trained teacher and, when possible, at least two other identified G/T students, 
often with similar strengths. 

Teacher Collaboration (K-5) 

The G/T Facilitator will collaborate with classroom cluster teachers to design 
differentiated lessons that challenge students to learn at a faster rate, think on a 
higher level, and study sophisticated and complex content through extensions of the 
curriculum.  

Second Grade Pullout 

Identified second grade G/T students will be pulled out of the classroom once a 
week.   In the G/T classroom they will work on creative, critical and logical thinking 
skills.   
 
LISD Research Projects/Gifted Pullout (3-5) 

G/T pullout services seek to provide a differentiated, academically appropriate 
learning environment, beyond the differentiation provided in the general education 
classrooms. Students come to the G/T classroom once a week to receive services.  
Our goal is to provide stimulating and secure environments, an age-appropriate 
social and emotional setting, where students interact with the district wide projects 
that are designed to develop researching skills, creativity and critical thinking skills. 

Disclaimer: Based on the needs of each individual, students may fluctuate in and out of several service 
offerings throughout the year 

LISD G/T students continuously seek out challenges 
that… 

1) Require Research:  Through research, scholarly behaviors are 
developed that lead to discovery.  Many G/T students do not have the 
coping skills or academic tools to negotiate challenge well.  One of the 
focuses during G/T services is to teach students how to face academic 
challenge; put forth their best academic effort at all times, and be 
responsible scholars. 
 

2) Require Effective Communication: Effectively communicate and 
collaborate. 
 

3) Require Critical Thinking and Problem Solving:  Through the 
interaction with the G/T curriculum, students will develop their critical 
thinking skills by manipulating abstract ideas and making deep 
connections. Critical thinking skills encompass a wide variety of topics.  
Examples include deductive reasoning, analogies, and spatial 
reasoning. 
 

4) Require Creativity: The G/T curriculum promotes creativity and 
innovation.  Brainstorming, fluency, flexibility, elaboration, originality, 
and the SCAMPER method are all strategies used to stretch their minds 
and generate ideas. 
 

5) Self-Awareness: During G/T services, students will develop self-
awareness and social consciousness.  We will address a wide range of 
social and emotional topics as they present themselves through the 
year.  Common issues include how to work with perfectionism, 
navigating peer relationships, and gaining knowledge of one’s own 
strengths and areas for individual goal setting. 

 
The G/T report card is based on an individual student’s continuum 
of development within these capacities. 

 


